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I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to the members of the 

Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society and to everyone participating in the 

13th Annual explorASIAN Festival celebrating Asian Heritage Month in 

Vancouver.

Since 2002, Asian Heritage Month has provided a wonderful 

opportunity to highlight the important contributions of Asian Canadians to the 

settlement, growth and development of Canada. I would like thank the organizers, 

the Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society, and all of the performers and 

volunteers for so generously sharing their passion for their culture: through your 

efforts, your fellow citizens will learn more about the pioneering experiences of 

Asian Canadians, and recognize their efforts to create a diverse, compassionate 

and prosperous nation. 

On behalf of the Government of Canada, please accept my best 

wishes for a most memorable celebration of Asian Heritage Month.

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. 

OTTAWA
2009

May 2009

A Message from the Premier  

As Premier of the province of British Columbia, I am pleased to join with the Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society in 

welcoming you to the 13th Annual explorASIAN Festival in Metro Vancouver.  

British Columbia's multicultural heritage contributes significantly to the greatness of our province. This diversity fosters an

environment of acceptance and understanding, and is a source of pride and strength for British Columbians. Cultural 

celebrations, such as the explorASIAN Festival, play an important role in showcasing the richness of our cultural mosaic.  

I would like to recognize the Vancouver Asian Heritagge Month Society for the support they provide to the talented 

emerging and established Asian artists in our province. I understand that since 1996, the Society’s explorASIAN Festival has 

organized top quality performances and exhibitions of Pan-Asian arts and culture for Asian Heritage Month.  

At this time, the spirit of 2010 is growing in our province as we prepare to host the 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter 

Games. Soon viewers, visitors and athletes from around the world will recognize the City of Vancouver and the province of 

British Columbia as a multicultural epicentre, rich in cultural diversity with so much to offer.  

I hope everyone enjoys this year's Asian Heritage Month.  

Sincerely,  
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VANCOUVER ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH SOCIETY

110 Keefer Street Vancouver BC V6A 1X4

Telephone 604.677.1383 Fax 604.677.2147

Message from the President

Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society

In this, the Year of the Ox, Asian Heritage Month is upon is again in the month of May.

This year, as with every year since its inception in 1996, the Vancouver Asian Heritage

Month Society will be celebrating Asian culture and heritage through the presentation of

professional and emerging artists as part of the explorASIAN Festival.

This year’s program of events promises to deliver an ever-expanding kaleidoscope of

cultural experiences. From the talents of both classical and contemporary musicians and

dancers, through to the vision of filmmakers and the written craft of poets, explorASIAN

will bring the best of Vancouver together in an exploration of the Asian community and

our place in the community.

The experience of cultural and artistic events creates understanding and bridges gaps

between people of disparate heritages. On behalf of the Board of Directors of the

Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society, I urge you all to discover the full breadth of

this year’s program and take part in many of the events taking place for the month of

May. Whether you’re interested in Gamelan or Bhangra, Sitar or Tusgaru-Shamisen,

Haiku or Ghazal, explorASIAN is your gateway to discovering all that Asian-Canadian 

culture has to offer.

Please join us on this exciting journey.

Sincerely,

Mo Dhaliwal
President
Vancouver Asian Heritage Month Society



explorASIAN Festival May 1 - May 31 
Many Cultures, Many Languages, One Celebration
 
Metro Vancouver’s “explorASIAN Festival” 
is Canada’s second oldest Asian Heritage 
Month festival.

Mission Statement
 
1. To deliver an educational program 
of high-quality culture and arts events 
featuring the diversity of Asian Canadian 
cultural and artistic expression and 
traditions, including the annual 
Vancouver Asian Heritage Month 
Festival called “explorASIAN” 
 
2. To provide audiences opportunities 
to further their knowledge, awareness 
and appreciation of these cultural 
and artistic expressions and 
traditions through workshops, 
lectures, displays, written materials, 
exhibitions, and internet resources 
 
3. To collaborate with artistic 
and cultural organizations and 
individual artists, who share the 
goals and purposes of the Society, 
to contribute to the richness and 
quality of the educational program 
 
4.To provide opportunities for Asian 
Canadian artists to share their 
artistic and cultural talent through 
the delivery of an educational 
program 
 
History  
 
Since 1996, the Vancouver Asian 
Heritage Month Society has 
endeavoured to explore the diversity 
of Asian Canadian life and culture and 
promote the discussion of relevant issues 
and concerns within and beyond the Asian 
Canadian community. 

What is Asian Heritage Month? 
 
In Canada, the month of May is officially 
recognized as Asian Heritage Month to 
acknowledge the long and rich history of Asian 
Canadians and their contributions to Canada.
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Program
Welcome & Opening Remarks

Vince Mai 

Stretchy 
Kaanapali 
Sin Lagrimas 
I Feel Like Makin’ Love*
Purple Day 

Intermission

Vince Mai

Tetra/U&I - from SUBTE
Always Want You 
Nuno -  from MBAND 
Tweak 

Q & A

Artist Reception 
& CD Signing 

- Join us for complimentary wine
    and refreshments 

All selections written by Vince Mai.

All selections from STRETCHY except where 
noted *by McDaniels



Vince Mai 
VINCE MAI nominated this year for Wind 
Instrumentalist of the Year by the Canadian 
Smooth Jazz Awards 2009!

A dynamic soloist and well known member 
of various Canadian jazz and funk 
groups, Vince is also a top call studio 
musician in the Pacific Northwest. 
He explores contemporary smooth-
groove jazz from a world perspective, 
inspired by his travels and 
performances throughout Europe, 
Asia, and the Americas.   As a jazz 
artist, Vince has had the privilege 
of sharing stages and studios with 
top artists in Canada, the United 
States, and Europe including 
Tom Jones, David Foster, Sarah 
McLachlan, The Temptations, 
Long John Baldry, Maestro Fresh 
Wes, Chuck Israels, Bobby Shew, 
Steve Turre, Natalie Cole, Don 
Thompson, Eddie Daniels, Ernan 
Lopez Nussa, Danilo Perez, 
Robben Ford, and Daniel Binelli 
(Astor Piazzolla). As a composer, 
Vince’s film scores have been 
featured on TV networks - PBS, 
Fox Network, WTN and the CBC 
in North America.  For nearly 2 
decades,  Vince has been actively 
writing and producing commercial 
spots, TV themes and stings for clients 
including - Electronic Arts, McDonalds, 
KVOS TV, WIC TV, Global TV, Honda, 
Mattel, Ford, A&B Sound, ITV, Telus, and 
many others. As a studio musician, Vince’s 
trumpet has been featured on numerous 
albums, commercials, feature films and TV 
series including DaVinci’s Inquest, Ed, Edd & 
Eddy Show, The Chris Isaak Show, McGyver, 
Lonesome Dove, and Scene of the Crime. 



Stretchy – Artist Statement

The CD Stretchy was not conceived with a single 
purpose in mind. There is no real theme but there 

was an intention. This was to create music that 
sounded and felt organic - even when venturing 

down more electronic avenues. The best way 
to do this is to involve real live players (and 

some of the best in the country) and have 
them bring their humanity to the music 
I’ve written. When there is an electronic 
element, it was my intent to fuse it to the 
organic and so during the recording 
process, the musicians always heard the 
electronic bits and responded to them 
while they played. Compositionally - the 
range is wide as I tried to encompass 
a few genres that I love (not all) while 
staying in the large “jazz” realm.There 
are quite a few sub genres of jazz now 
and the ones visited by the album are: 
smooth jazz, latin jazz, nu-jazz, and 
chill(lounge). Inspiration for each 
tune varies - some from my travels 
(3 were composed in Maui), some 
from my relationships, and some 
from the excitement I feel when 
playing a certain genre live - ie 
latin-jazz for example. I have always 
loved the song I FEEL LIKE MAKIN’ 
LOVE and decided to include my 
treatment of it. Intimacy was the goal 
and I wanted to convey the same 
mood of the original by Roberta 
Flack. I also tried to remain true to 
myself as an artist and not gear the 

writing or performance strictly for radio 
airplay (though this was considered to 

some degree). I wanted to make this 
recording of music that I get off on and 

hopefully listeners will pick up on that and 
subsequently enjoy it in the same way. The 

album was written, recorded, produced, 
mixed, and mastered in 4 months - which 

is fast but serves a very important purpose 
of documenting where I’m at as an artist/

composer in the spring of 2009.

2006 – MBAND
Most played Album 2006 - CAFE JAZZ!  
”MBand... finds Mai taking his music to 
another and might I add an exhilarating 
level!!“- Cafe Jazz  
”5 stars” - Amazon.com



MAI-BAND

DARYL JAHNKE • Guitar

This guitarist and composer’s influences and inspirations cross borders and 
traverse eclectic, compelling musical terrain.   Daryl has recorded with a diverse 
array of musicians, including the Juno Award winning Andean group Ancient 
Cultures, Cuba’s Jorge Chicoy of Irakere and the Chinese master musicians of Silk 
Road.  Daryl has worked with great musicians like Dan Brubeck, Jorge Chicoy, 
Paul Jackson, Kenny Werner, John Stowell, Terumasa Hino and Jeff Berlin.  Daryl’s 
flowing, confident, harmonically rich style can be heard on numerous CD releases 
including those from his own groups.

RANDALL STOLL • Drums

Randall Stoll is a top studio call drummer who has performed and recorded with 
KD Lang, Tom Cochrane, Shania Twain and many others. He has performed live on 
David Letterman, Jay Leno, MTV music awards, Oprah, and the Junos.  His album 
credits total over 100 CD’s many of which have gone platinum and gold.  He’s also 
leader of the local supergroup Soulstream that just concluded a 12 year run at Bar 
None/Republic nightclubs.

LOUIS MASTROIANNI • Piano

An active freelance musician based in the Greater Vancouver area for the past 
twenty-five years, Louis is a pianist, arranger and composer who has performed 
and/or recorded with a variety of artists including the Cuban folkloric group Los 
Muniequitos de Matanzas; Grammy Award winners Poncho Sanchez and Arturo 
Sandoval; Juno nominees jazz vocalist Karin Plato and Rumba Calzada; Westcoast 
Music Award nominees Latin jazz groups Orquesta Goma Dura (The Hard Rubber 
Orchestra), Shango Ashe and flamenco based Alma Libre; Latin jazz ensemble 
Grupo Jazz Tumbao and Cuban influenced timba group Xarabanda.  

BRENT GUBBELS • Acoustic & Electric Bass

A Vancouver based professional musician and teacher for nearly twenty years. 
Brent has worked with a number of local musicians and ensembles including 
the Hard Rubber Orchestra, Gypsalero, Rumba Calzada,  John Reischman, the 
Vince Mai Project, Jesse Zubot, Dal Richards, Lee Aaron and Dee Daniels.  Since 
1992, he has toured North America and Europe extensively and played a variety 
of international jazz and folk festivals.  Brent can be heard on recordings by Oscar 
Lopez, Gypsalero, Juno nominees Susan Crowe and Compadres, Juno winner 
James Keelaghan, and others.

MYLES BIGELOW • Percussion

From Boston to Cuba, New York to Vancouver, this riddim-keeper has moved 
effortlessly from the sidelines into the production chair honing the skills needed 
to work his magic on both skins and bass bins. He has toured andlor recorded 
with such acts as Orlando “Maraca” Valle (Grammy Nominee), K-OS (multi Juno 
winner), Alexis Puentes (multi Juno winner), and Alpha Yaya Diallo (multi Juno 
winner).

“...as smooth and sultry as an 
August night.”- Georgia Straight 

”...a must for any jazz fan.”- Upbeat  
”5 stars” - Amazon.com

Included in the “Best Canadian 
Smooth Jazz Releases”- Cafe Jazz  
”...pushes the boundaries of 
smooth (jazz)” - Music for the Soul  
”5 stars” - Amazon.com



Art Exhibit by Ron Sombilon 
Hailing from beautiful Vancouver, British Columbia, edgy 

Contemporary Artist Ron Sombilon’s paintings are reaching 
serious private and corporate collections worldwide. 

Through an extensive list of Exhibitions he has enjoyed 
sharing his unique style which fuses photography with 

2D Drawing delicately blended with traditional and 
modern hand painting techniques. His experience 

in the animation industry for over 12 years has 
honed his abilities to employ New Media in his 
body of work. His versatility has allowed him to 
experiment with a plethora of mediums from 
Canvas to fine Metallic prints of archival quality. 
 
Ron has realized that his capacity for 
creativity and innovation translates to his 
making positive changes to people’s lives 
and to the world. His mother Laura, a nurse 
by profession, who was passionate about 
healing people, was tragically taken 
from him in his early twenties, a victim 
of Breast Cancer. Ron and his brother 
Gerald were inspired by her legacy 
when in honoring her life in a eulogy, in 
the presence of a crowd of mourners 
sizeable enough to block out the sun, 
they began to appreciate the impact 
that she had on those that had crossed 
her path and came to comprehend 
the difference that one person can 
make in the lives of so many others.  
 
The worth of one’s inspiration is beyond 
measure. It is breathed in, absorbed, 
and with luck, passionately driven 
out through Artistic expression. Ron’s 
philosophy is that Art is an intimate and 
perpetual experience that should serve 
as a daily necessity. It is not a specimen 
merely set out in an exhibition, rather a 
means of reflecting your own perception. 
Like reading, Art is a personal experience. 

You take in the information and go at your 
own pace; coming to your own conclusions 

as you are drawn in and develop a meaningful 
connection with the work. 

Join the Celebration!
explorASIAN Friends & Family Day

Celebrate your heritage at the

Dr. Sun Yat Sen 
Classical Chinese Garden

Saturday, May 16, 2009 • 11am - 4pm
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Special Thanks
Thank you to all the volunteers for making 
explorASIAN Opening event a success!  
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         Festival Sponsors


